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To: PA. office of attorney general (Attn. ACRE)
From: (N
9/1/2026

My name is . | 2m a fifth-generation farmer in Peters Township,
Washington County, Pennsylvania, where I grow fruits and vegetables and sell
them directly to the public. Recently (past 15 yrs.) many new housing
developments have surrounded my farm, and I have many new houses within 8-
50ft of my farm. This has brought to light the Peters twp. Zoning ordinance 440-
514 titled farms which requires me to;

1.setback 200-foot with dust producing, odor producing and compost.

2.200-ft setback for barns

3.100-ft setback for green houses

4,50-1t setback for farm buildings

Since nearly every Normal farming operation I do produce dust and odors
including spraying, storing and spreading lime and fertilizer, composting bad
produce (not manure). I have had to stop farming 100-2001ft back from the
property line. I have had to Stop caring for 100s of peach and apple trees that
have been growing for 50 years. I had to move a greenhouse and plant a 25ft
buffer zone to stop the “glare” from my greenhouse from bothering the new
houses. Please note the sew houses are allowed to be built 8ft.from the property
line (sec M 1ot 210 as example) but the farmer must set back 2001t to build.
How is equal or fair? Please consider an ACRE review of Peters twp. Zoning
ordinance 440-514. I am including other supportive documents:

1. Letter from (Y - vising me to ask

for a review and her comments

2. Housing development plans NN SN SN - S

All with houses within 501t of our farming operation.
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3.courthouse document show that my farm is in a ASA (Ag security area) but
Peters twp. Dose not honor it.

One final comment in 2017 Peters twp. Ban drilling for gas and oil from my
entire farm when every farm around me has cashed in on gas and oil and at the
same time they doubled the taxes on my farm in one year ($17000/year to nearly

$45,000/year) my point is they have taken my gas and oil rights. Now I must stop
farming 2001t back. What am I allowed to do with my farm?

Thanks
Cel/(

Emai
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RE: Ordinance Issuesfij Y -

To: me - Thu, Jun 18 at 10:48 AM v

Hi (il

After reviewing portions of the Peters Township ordinances, | found a few sections that may

warrant review by the Pennsylvania ACRE (Agriculture, Communities and Rural Environments)

pragram. These sections appear to address areas already regulated under Pennsylvania

agricultural laws. Ad removed.

Show detatls
Section 440-514 of the Township zoning ordinance states that normal agricultural operations, as

defined under Pennsylvania's Right-to-Farm Act, are permitted within the Township. However,
the ordinance also contains agricultural-specific setbacks, including:

» A 200-faot setback for the storage of manure, compost, and odor- or dust-producing materials.
» A 200-foot setback for animal and poultry buildings.

+» A 100-foot setback for greenhouses.

» A 50-foot setback for accessory farm buildings.

What caught my attention was not necessarily the setback distances themselves, but that Peters
Township appears to specifically regulate agricultural structures and activities. Section 440-514
establishes setbacks for farm buildings, greenhouses, animal and pouliry buildings, and the
storage of manure, compost, and odor- or dust-producing materials. In other words, the
ordinance appears to single out agricultural uses rather than applying comparable standards to
structures generally.
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Because Pennsylvania's ACRE law is intended to protect normal agricultural operations from
local ordinances that may exceed, duplicate, conflict with, or otherwise limit state law, { believe
these provisions warrant review by the Commonwealth's ACRE program.

If you decide 1o request an ACRE review, | recommend including a copy of the relevant
ordinance sections and a letter explaining how these provisions affect or have the potential to
affect your normal agricultural operation. If you need assistance - please contact me.

Also, | am hoping the Penn State Ag Law folks can give you some support and suggestions on
handling the neighbor’s encroachment! If there is anything more | can do to help you with this
issue, please ask.

From:
Sent: Thursday, June 18, 2026 9:04 AM

To:
Subject: Re: Ordinance Issues-



© 2025 KEYSTONE SURVEYING AHO LAPFHIG INC.

Apprroved U y2eteg %‘mﬁ .
P
"‘é 2. DUILDHIG SEVWER HATERIAL (TYPE, ASTH DESIGHATION
%z Ly ! BV
'i‘g j,' 3 STONE USEQ FOR PIPE DEODING __RIVER GRAVEL
;‘% a o, T T & HHHAX DEPTH OF SEWER _ MUI §' £ HAX W'
3 ‘ Gaprt g o B e faet § DFFERENTIAL OF LOWEST FLOGR ELEVATION AELATVE
;4 . — TG UPSTREAM HAHIOLE Rt ELEVATION
)ﬁ =151
.Z'D ol Govi ragn 6 DIFFERENTIAL OF LOWEST FLOOR ELEVATION RELATIVE
Yooy TR ST PR B BT 10 CORNECYION PONT O PUBLIC SEWER HAIR
%‘ VTN PO B I (1Y
PEN =~
SPACE B ~ \
-~
-
' S78° b4 5S'E 10489
3
- é \ -
- - S~
He o
in| 1* PRIVATE "
s STORH EASEHENT % —~
-~ b
w
20 AEAR SETBACK =t b
5 e
2 ¥ Lorao [ A
& ¥ 13,9905Q. FT, I S
] 0.321 ACRES - e e
& 5 —
e &
- el W w
: N o . § W g
- o S I § 2 Priee ey e oo o he e
<7 e R R el T 26,53 Al th e, 0 e
‘ \ | .. oemorostp © - T -7
| & S, DWELLNG - 4 - . -
LOWEST FLOOR v .
[ * ELEVATION 12000 5
S AN et 107 769
e & un o C oy )
apla M E gy & B
|
|
PUBLIC SANITARY
EASEHERT
: R=50.00"
AL=83.19'
R=25.9%"
(B=NT8°33'53"W =25.95'
CL=74 32 AL=24 56
Y - CB=N58°07'03"W -~
SAUTARY CL=23 65" \
MAHHOLE ] !
{ R=12A St N'IB"' 03 19"W
, RVIOUTIeNI6 SY 6.66
LOGANBRIDGE DRIVE
(50' RIGHT-OF-WAY) T T T —
o e
GENERAL NOTES T —
1 BOUSDARY AKD EASEMERT LFORHATION StwH SCALE ’N FEET
Ol THS PLAK ARE FROH A FLAH ERTHILLD
S e s, 0 2
SR PLAN OF SURVEY PREPARED FOR: FROJECT RO 7
TUSCANY 2
DATE:
BENJAMIN MARCUS HOMES 12/02/2025
SCALE:
BEING LOT 210 OF | 1I™=20]
DRAYWN BY-
TUSCANY 2 PLAN OF LOTS SUBDIVISION N erbio0r ove 1y | MAO]
PA 18317 GHECKED ay.
PETERS _TOWNSHIP, WASHINGTON COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA o (72 bie-7eko HES/KHH

K: \2025\BMH-TUSCANY 2\CADD\PLOT PLANS\BMH — LOT 210 - 220 LOGANBRIDGE DR PLOT PLAN.DWG



paEs

I R S T S A SO AN S

€GN

AR RN E TR

v

0 :seiniesy papsjes ¥;

" T— o 5 T Rhasbel

.

Od JOJUBA

s

S S

B2,

R

R

RS

AEA

T

SAPETRINC SIS

S

oy

T

{




e
1

r.
gz2
SEALF: 1% = S0° 333
4%%
n 1000 119
~ 1
m el
. . . 2
’ \% Jvﬂllr« Ay
- P . N
N . / . N
LIt ee s w\ J.éef.. hY
+ o Ny N
— . -
S
e fw}&w/ PRy
LN SERPAN
SPECIFICATIONS:
FIXTURE: COLONIAL LANTERY
calos BLg

POLE 12° FIBLRGLASS FROW FINISHED CRADE
BYLY LED LIGFT FIXTURE

o
{
;
,
i

TIGMTE, ‘
e a
' YA
rJ
OT 1f EACH i
PROPOSED STREET LIGHT A /
/ [ M
NOT TO SCALE - Qﬁ\l R Aﬁo \\\ W\ o,
; . —
NOTES: » S rons sAVISETS =i A
1 ONGONG MAINTENANCE ANO EXPSENSE OF ALL LIGHT - e TN
FXTUAES ARE TO 3E HANOLED &Y THE HOA N
ﬁw.n e e .
\ .
F Y
i
H
R
el T -
™ -
’ Tt —— - -
. —z
\ Lar 4
v H
N i
\#w . yv
~ -4:-% . - & . - y LoT . N
N ‘ & P (1 ¢
A rd [ ™~ - g
. i & W [ - . El »
. = Py N ] . : 3
- - . " ot ;1 ~ B Z
e e ~ e 3 \ 7 - ~ 8
Y 51 = ~3 M
N E
v ' f A R W
N . (NN P 4
. N I "R
S _ N MW mm |3
~ e e T AR ' LGk 2
s \\\.\ \ ma m !“ 3
£ g 5 Eak
AR ) mm BERE
Ve ) w 3 =8 W 238%
(e / / 1
I
o e P e N 0 e e R o ~ B \w.,é{%} o e - o FRIAL
L

£

D2.2

LRE € Hor

ety

|




aaE - ..WHDOKW? L
:mm\ﬁvm\_mzonuhopcg

e

@ () :S2INjes) pars|es
coto

B W
Uab- T3

@~

PR
e B,

e U o
>

g

e s

@
([(RE0 T




